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His Excellency John Magufuli 
President of The United Republic of Tanzania 
 
The Honourable Ibrahim Hamis Juma 
Chief Justice of The United Republic of Tanzania 
 
BY EMAIL ONLY 
 
22 August 2020 
 
President Magufuli and Chief Justice Juma: 
 
This law firm represents Mr. Tundu Lissu, a citizen of Tanzania and the current leader and nominated 
presidential candidate of Tanzania’s main opposition party, Chama cha Demokrasia na Maendeleo 
(Party for Democracy and Progress) (“CHADEMA”) party.  
 
We write to express our continued grave concern about the treatment of Mr. Tindu Lissu, particularly 
with respect to his candidacy for the office of President of the Republic in the forthcoming October 2020 
general elections. We call your urgent attention to the fact that the Tanzanian judiciary and the National 
Election Commission are colluding to deprive Mr. Lissu’s of his right to stand as a candidate in these 
elections. These actions by the Government of Tanzania constitute not just a grave abuse of power, but 
also clear violations of the independence of the judiciary and Mr. Lissu’s constitutionally and 
internationally guaranteed human rights.  We ask that these abuses quickly be remedied and Mr. Lissu’s 
candidacy confirmed or we will be forced to initiate international investigation of and litigation over 
Tanzania’s electoral processes and human rights abuses. 
 
The Government’s most recent efforts to undermine Mr. Lissu’s presidential candidacy must be 
understood in light of years of systematic attacks on him and the CHADEMA party. You will recall that 
in 2017 Mr. Lissu was stalked for a period of months, likely by representatives of Tanzanian National 
Intelligence. On September 7, 2017 unknown assailants shot Mr. Lissu numerous times in a failed 
assassination attempt while he was on a parliamentary session break. The Government has taken no 
steps to apprehend or prosecute the perpetrators of this dastardly attack. Thereafter, the Government has 
used every lever of power available to undermine Mr. Lissu’s health, wellbeing, and political power. 
After what appears to be an act of direct presidential intervention, he was denied statutorily guaranteed 
medical benefits. In what can only be interpreted as an act of political retribution, he was stripped of his 
seat in parliament on the grounds that he was absent without leave while seeking life-saving medical 
treatment abroad. In what is a clear breach of judicial independence, he was not given any opportunity 
to challenge his removal from parliament through normally available legal process. 
 
The campaign against Mr. Lissu began again in earnest upon his return to Tanzania in July 2020 with 
the intent to run for the presidency. Despite numerous requests, the Government has failed to provide 
him with the security protections to which he is entitled under Tanzanian law. Police have failed to 
disrupt attacks on his automobile convoy and government officials have indicated that their goal is “to 
get him,” rather than to protect him. Furthermore, the Government has brought sedition charges against 
Mr. Lissu under the auspices of the Newspapers Act, a pernicious piece of legislation that restricts 
freedom of speech and expression. These charges, without any basis in fact or law, include seditious 
publication and conspiracy to publish seditious material. The charges represent a direct assault on the 
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freedom of expression, guaranteed in the Tanzanian Constitution, the International Covenant on Civil 
and Political Rights, and the African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights. It is important to note that 
even though these sedition charges are a grave abuse of power, under Tanzanian law Mr. Lissu has not 
been convicted of any wrongdoing and must be treated as innocent until proven guilty. 
 
In light of these continued violations and abuses, it is not surprising that the Tanzanian judiciary and the 
National Election Commission are now colluding to prevent his nomination for the presidency from 
being confirmed. Mr. Lissu has properly followed the legal process of the National Election Law and 
had his nomination forms attested to by a judge of the High Court earlier this week. On August 26th, the 
National Election Commission will inform Mr. Lissu of whether there are any challenges to his 
candidacy. Given that the Government has sought to impede him at every step, Mr. Lissu has reason to 
believe his candidacy will be challenged and he will be summoned before the Commission soon 
thereafter to defend his nomination. 
 
Mr. Lissu has been summoned to appear before the Resident Magistrates Court of Dar es Salaam to face 
the two above-noted sedition claims against him on August 26th, the very same day he was to be 
informed of challenges to his candidacy and likely requested to appear before the National Election 
Commission. Mr. Lissu has been given credible information from sources within the government that 
he will be taken into custody during the proceedings at the Magistrates Court on August 26th, potentially 
subject to new charges for incitement, denied bail and, at least temporarily, detained. Due to that likely 
incarceration, Mr. Lissu will be unavailable to defend a challenge to his presidential nomination before 
the National Election Commission. The result, of course, is that Mr. Lissu’s nomination will be rejected 
by the Commission for failure to appear. The sedition charges, in and of themselves an act of political 
repression in violation of the internationally guaranteed rights of freedom of expression, are now being 
used to block Mr. Lissu from standing for the presidency in the upcoming elections.  
 
The fact that Mr. Lissu has been summoned to appear before the Magistrates Court on August 26, the 
very same date the National Election Commission will inform him of any challenge to his nomination, 
cannot be a coincidence. The Government has contrived a scheme to ensure that Mr. Lissu fails to appear 
before the Commission to defend his candidacy. How could he appear before the Commission if he is 
conveniently detained by the Government and awaiting trial on sedition and/or incitement charges? 
These actions can only be seen as direct political interference in both judicial and electoral processes 
with the intent to deny Mr. Lissu his right to stand in the October elections. 
 
We fully expect this situation to be quickly remedied and the Government to comply with the 
Constitution, the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, and the African Charter on 
Human and People’s Rights. The spurious sedition charges against Mr. Lissu must be dropped 
immediately or, at the very least, any hearing on those charges delayed until after the election. Mr. 
Lissu’s nomination to run for president in the general elections must be confirmed without challenge. 
The Government must cease its attacks on Mr. Lissu and its gross abuses of power. The Tanzanian 
judiciary must uphold its obligations to impartiality and independence. 
 
We, and the broader international community, will be closely monitoring events in Tanzania over the 
coming weeks. We will be waiting to see the charges against Mr. Lissu dropped or delayed and the 
confirmation of his nomination by the National Electoral Commission. Should the Government continue 
to abuse its power, should the judiciary and the National Election Commission continue to collude to 
block Mr. Lissu’s candidacy, or should any harm come to Mr. Lissu, there will be both political and 
legal consequences. We will pursue every avenue available to shine light on the political interference 
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by the current Government, to trigger international investigation by relevant United Nations Special 
Rapporteurs and the African Commission on Human Rights, and to advocate for international sanctions 
against those responsible for these abuses. Of course, we hope and expect, that such actions will not be 
necessary because the Government of Tanzania will quickly remedy these abuses and confirm Mr. 
Lissu’s nomination. 
 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Robert R. Amsterdam 
 

 
 
Founding Partner, Amsterdam & Partners LLP 
 


